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APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT
PATTERNS OF TRANSFER STUDENTS

FALL 1970

INTRODUCTION

This is the first detailed study of transfer students to be published
by the Office of Institutional Research. It was conducted in response to
the many requests for basic information about the inter-campus mobility of
students attenuing institutions under the program of the State University
of New York.

Transfer students defined

Because of the conventional usage of the term "transfer students" and
because different sources of transfer data may exist, the definition of
transfer students used for this study is cf special importance. Transfer
students are "those undergraduate students who were enrolled at a State
University institution in the Fall 1970 term, but who have attended other
colleges or universities prior to Fall 1970". Even if a student was origi-
nally enrolled at a given campus, attending elsewhere and then returning, he
would be considered a transfer student. With this definition, we have trans-
fer students moving from two-year to other two-year colleges, from senior to
other senior institutions, from senior institutions to two-year colleges, as
well as in the more conventional meaning of transfer student: from two-year
to senior institutions. Even if no credits were transferable, albeit an un-
common case, the student moving from one institution to another would be a
transfer student. However, students coming from business schools would be
considered first-time students rather than transfer students. Students who
simply change majors at the same institution are not considered transfer
students in this study. Note that graduate students transferring from other
graduate programs also are not included here.

The number of transfer students reported here are an understatement be-
cause of the difficulty many institutions have in obtaining background in-
formation on those students who are not admitted to specific degree programs
by application. For example, 1,477 students were known to be transfer stu-
dents but no information was provided about their prior higher education
history. There are undoubtedly many others who are not even known to be
transfer students, but these are not likely to be seeking upper division
status.
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Design of the study

Transfer student studies can be designed to follow identified students
longitudinally, observing their successes and difficulties. The investment
of effort and time required for such studies is substantial, particularly
when 69 institutions are involved. For these reasons, a different approach
was used in this study.

The paradigm used here was the analysis of the higher education back-
grounds of transfer students enrolled in the various levels of the institu-
tions under the program of the State University of New York except certain
community colleges (see the footnote to Table 80, page 83). Some types of
conclusions cannot flow from such a study; e.g., students who were unsuc-
cessful in obtaining transfer acceptances anywhere in these institutions
are not included even though they were formerly enrolled at one of the in-
stitutions included and may have graduated in a University-parallel program.
Therefore, this study is based on an input model, not a true followup model.

Data were gathered as part of the official Fall 1970 enrollment survey
conducted by the Office of Institutional Research. Similar data are avail-
able in selected summaries for previous years, but this is the first pub-
lished University-wide report on this topic. Appreciation is due to the many
people shEring in the data gathering, analysis and publication effort.

Differences between this study and
data from the Admissions Processing Center

It is unlikely that data from the Central Staff Admissions Processing
Center (A.P.C.) would correspond with the data of this study. The major
reason for the differences is that in this study, only the seven community
colleges under the sponsorship of the New York City Board of Higher Educa-
tion are excluded, whereas the A.P.C. data also exclude the Statutory Col-
leges, the newer University Colleges, the Downstate Medical Center, and six
other community colleges. Second, this study asked that incomplete appli-
cations not be reported and that only those applications upon which a deci-
sion was reached be included. Subtracting acceptances from applications
then yields negative decisions. Third, included here are students who are
not applying for admission to a program. These students are not known to
the A.P.C. Fourth, this report shows enrolled transfer students, not only
those who paid the final deposit to confirm their acceptance.
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FINDINGS

General findings (Table 1)

A total of 19,681 transfer students were enrolled in the Fall of 1970
at State University institutions: 10,963 (56 percent) in senior institutions
and 8,718 (44 percent) in two-year colleges. The most common type of trans-
fer student was the two-year to senior institution transfer (6,037), followed
by transfers to State University two-year colleges from outside the State
University (4,958). The next most nnmerous type was from non-State Univers-
ity institutions to our senior institutions (3,526). Other types of mobility
are as follows: State University two-year to two-year colleges (1,730),
State University senior to senior institution (1,185), and State University
senior to two-year college (768). An additional 1,477 transfers had an un-
known previous higher education history.

Class levels entered (Table 2)

One measure of transfer student quality is the proportion of students
being accepted with full junior standing, thus making it likely that they
can complete a bachelors degree in the usual length of time if they choose
to do so. Students transferring from State University institutions seem to
have considerably more acceptability than non-State University trat:fers.
For example, 57 percent of the State University senior institution transfer
students entered as full juniors or seniors as compared with only 37 percent
of those from outside the State University. Substantial differences were
observed in the percentages by institution type of State University trans-
fers awarded junior or senior standing as follows: from Community Colleges,
60 percent; from Agricultural and Technical Colleges, 56 percent; and from
senior institutions, 41 percent. Only 8 percent of the State University
transfers were enrolled without acceptance into a formal program as compared
to 21 percent of the non-State University transfers.

A few transfer students were accepted with senior standing (298), 72 of
whom were formerly enrolled at State University two-year colleges. Of the
298, 170 of these senior transfer students were from outside the State Uni-
versity.

The transfers from outside the State University were distributed rather
differently across the cla,s levels than'the State University transfers. For
example, the following pairs of percentages by class compare the State Uni-
versity transfers with outside transfers: freshmen, 35 vs. 52 percent; soph-
omores 58 vs. 42 percent; juniors, 77 vs. 23 percent; seniors, 43 vs. 57 per-
cent; and students not admitted to a program, 24 vs. 58 percent.
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Transfers with unknown histories

Virtually all of tle transfers whose higher educational history was not
reported can be explained. Of the total ^if 1,477 of such transfers, 546 were
not admitted to a program, and complete information may not have been avail-
able. Of the remaining 931 transfers of unknown previous institution, 905
were categorized as freshmen.

Type of educational background (Tables 8 79)

All but seven of the reporting institutions were able to provide infor-
mation regarding the type of educational preparation of transfers from State
University two-year colleges. The detailed tables for most institutions and
some summary tables show whether the student from a State University two-
year college received an A.A. or A.S. degree, an A.A.S. degree, or no degree.
Unfortunately, University-wide analyses on the transfers' background are not
possible without complete data on the type of preparation of transfers from
two-year colleges.

For illustration, the University Colleges alone enrolled 3,517 transfers
from State University community colleges, 1,837 with A.A. or A.S. degrees,
294 with A.A.S. degrees and 1,386 without a degree (table 8). Of the 4.A.
and A.S. degree transfers from community colleges, 80 percent were given ju-
nior or senior standing; of the A.A.S. degree transfers, 49 percent were en-
tered as juniors or seniors; and of those transfers without degrees, 33
percent became juniors or seniors. Similar data are provided on each of these
tables for agricultural and technical colleges, State University senior insti-
tutions, and other institutions.

Applications, Acceptances and Enrollment (Table 80)

High inter "st seems to exist in the likelihood of a transfer applicant
bei-,g accepted at different institutions of the State University. An appli-
cant may present his application to several institutions, and their missions
or relative capacity to take in new students may cause differential results
with the same applicant. In this study an attempt was made to examine the
acceptance and the enrollment of accepted transfer students.

An "application" has a special meaning in this study, as described above
on page vii. If the acceptance rates described below were based on the num-
ber of applications including those which did not receive a decision for
reason of incompleteness, etc., then the acceptance rates reported below would
be overstated. Of the 47,381 transfer applications (not applicants), there

x
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were 25,814 acceptances (55 percent). This acceptance rate is quite similar
to the first-time student application acceptance rate of 57 percent. Among
senior institutions, the transfer acceptance rates are also quite similar to
one another: University Centers, 49 percent; University Colleges, 51 per-
cent; Health Sciences Centers, 59 percent; Specialized Colleges, 53 percent;
and Statutory Colleges, 51 percent. The two-year colleges have a higher ac-
ceptance rate of 68 percent, 58 percent at the Agricultural and Technical
Colleges compared with 71 percent at the Community Colleges. Although no
senior institutions accepted all transfer applications, six two-year colleges
did. These colleges are the Agricultural and Technical Institute at Morris-
ville, 77, and the following community colleges: Clinton, 110; Fulton-
Montgomery, 63; Rockland, 298; Schenectady County, 71; and Suffolk County,
220.

Transfer students must compete for places against first-time students.
Both types of students are new to an institution in a given term. The pro-
portion of new st.ldent applications accepted for transfer students varies
from campus to campus, as seen in these summary percentages: for all insti-
tutions, transfer admissions are 19 percent of all new admissions; all senior
institutions, 30 percent; University Centers, 29 percent; University Colleges,
31 percent; Health Sciences Centers, 77 percent; Specialized Colleges, 22
percent; and Statutory Colleges, 23 percent. The two-year colleges as a
group accept 10 percent of their new admissions as transfers; Agricultural
and Technical Colleges, 7 percent; and Community Colleges, 12 percent.

From acceptances to enrollment

It has long been a rule-of-thumb that for every 100 students accepted,
only about 50 will actually enroll. This "no-show" condition has been par-
tially explained as due to multiple acceptances where all but one accepting
institution will have no enrolled student for their effort. In addition,
some students do change their plans, perhaps of necessity, and do not enroll
for the expected term. Whatever the reasons, an institution would indeed be
pressed if all its accepted applicants actually enrolled.

As in other studies comparing the "no show" rates for transfers and
first-time students, somewhat fewer transfer students than first-time stu-
dents fail to enroll when accepted, except in the Health Sciences Centers
and the community colleges. These comparisons for State University insti-
tutions are as follows: all institutions, transfer "no-show" are 44 percent
vs. 48 percent "no shows" for first-time applicants; senior institutions, 46
vs. 56 percent; University Centers, 44 vs. 60 percent; University Colleges,
49 vs. 57 percent; Health Sciences Centers, 25 percent far both; Specialized
Colleges, 36 vs. 40 percent; Statutory Colleges, 17 vs. 26 percent; two-year
colleges, 41 vs. 43 percent; Agricultural and Technical Colleges, 12 vs. 43
percent; and Community Colleges, 46 vs. 40 percent.

xi.
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It is to be noted that if all transfer or first-time enrollment were
to be included in the derivation of the above "no-show" rates, at many in-
stitutions more students would be enrolled than were accepted. The main
reason for this peculiar finding is that many students do not proceed
through the admissions process because they are not enrolling as a degree-
seeker. They and other part-time students have been excluded from the en-
rollment used in these "no-show" calculations. Seventy-three percent of
all transfer students were full-time and enrolled in a vogram.

Providing transfer places in
State University senior institutions (Table 81)

The 1968 Master Plan of the State University of New York enunciated a
policy of an overall mix of lower division and upper division students to
ensure that these would be sufficient capacity at its senior institutions
for the transfe-:s from public two-year colleges in New York State. That
policy, as again stated in the 1970 Progress Report on the 1968 Master Plan,
was to have senior institutions reach, as a group, a mix of 40 percent full-
time lower division and 60 percent full-time upper division undergraduate
enrollment. Table 81 (pages 87-88) contains the results of working toward
that policy from 1968 to 1980. For the Fall of 1970, the upper division
full-time enrollment was 44,625, equivalent to 50.7 percent of all full-
time undergraduate enrollment.

The 9,848 upper division transfer students are distributed by institu-
tion as varying proportions of the upper division Fall 1970 total of 44,625.
For all institutions, the transfers represent 22 percent of the upper divi-
sion students; University Centers, 20 percent; University Colleges, 23 per-
cent; Health Sciences Centers, 36 percent; Specialized Colleges, 20 percent;
and Statutory Colleges, 16 percent.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

A study of this complexity will undoubtedly raise further questions and
lead to more insight about the extent and nature of inter-institutional mo-
bility to and within the State University of New York. It is hoped that the
basic information will be useful and that on the basis of these and other
data, more students can find ways to further their search for appropriate and
rewarding educational experiences.

xii
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RELATED SUMMARIES

Applications, acceptances and enrollment

Upper and lower division enrollment
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TABLE 81
FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS BY LEVEL AT

SENIOR INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW Y.-MK
FALL 1968 THROUGH FALL 1980

Institution type
and year

Number

Total
under-

graduates

Lower
division

Upper
division

Senior institution total
Fall 1968 72,242 38,988 33,254
Fall 1969 78,849 41,662 37,187
Fall 1970 87,953 43,328 44,625
Fall 1971: 90,543 42,101 48,442
Fall 1980 137,945 53,970 83,975

University Centers
Fall 1968 25,375 13,715 11,660
Fall 1969 29,121 15,476 13,645
Fall 1970 32,282 15,504 16,778
Fall 1971: 31,706 14,048 17,658
Fall 1980 42,600 17,400 25,200

University Colleges
Fall 1968 40,165 22;024 18,141
Fall 1969 42,785 22,886 19,899
Fall 1970 47,922 24,220 23,702
Fall 1971: 50,824 24,345 26,479
Fall 1980 84,180 32,640 51,540

Health Sciences Centers
Fall 1968 799 172 627

Fall 1969 873 169 704

Fall 1970 1,168 224 944
.Fall 1971a 1,451 267 1,184
Fall 1980

b
3,060 240 2,820

Specialized Colleges
Fall 1968 1,905 1,097 808

Fall 1969 1,937 1,057 880

Fall 1970 2,088 1,176 912

Fall 1971: 2,086 1,252 834

Fall 1980 2,340 1,125 1,215

Percent

Lower
division

Upper
division

54.0% 46.0%
52.8% 47.2%
49.3% 50.7%
46.5% 53.5%
39.1% 60.9%

54.0% 46.0%
53.1% 46.9%
48.0% 52.0%
44.3% 55.7%
40.8% 59.2%

54.8% 45.2%
53.5% 46.5%
50.5% 49.5%
47.9% 52.1%
38.8% 61.2%

21.5% 78.5%
19.4% 80.6%
19.2% 80.8%
18.4% 81.6%
7.8% 92.2%

57..6% 42.4%
54.6% 45.4%
56.3% 43.7%
60.0% 40.0%
48.1% 51.9%

a
Enrollment projections from 1971-72 Budget Request.

b
Enrollment goals from 1970 Progress Report and Interim Revision of the
Master Plan of 1968, .State University of New York.
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TABLE 81
FULL -TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS BY LEVEL AT

SENIOR INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
FALL 1968 THROUGH FALL 1980

(Continued)

Institution type
and year

Number

Total
under-

graduate

Lower
division

Upper
division

Statutory Colleges
Fall 1968
Fall 1969
Fall 1970
Fall 1971:
Fall 1980

3,998
4,133
4,493
4,476
5,765

1,980
2,074
2,204
2,189
2,565

2,018
2,059
2,289
2,287
3,200

Percent

Lower Upper
division division

49.5% 50.5%
50.2% 49.8%
49.1% 50.9%
48.9% 51.1%
44.5% 55.5%

aEnrollment projections from 1971-72 Budget Request.

b
Enrollment goals from 1970 Progress Report and Interim Revision of the
Master Plan of 1968, State University of New York.
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